The former includes the need to 'empower' patients to make informed decisions, which not every patient wants but which should be available. This stresses the growing role of doctors as advisors rather than benign autocrats. Under 'social justice' is included the fair distribution of health resources. In other words, we should not abrogate responsibility for health resource problems but should join in the debate vigorously and actively.
The sections of the charter on 'Professional responsibilities' are unarguable -and tackle difficult areas such as management of conflicts of interest with particular reference to pursuing private gain. The profession could and should be much more active in this area which is an ethical minefield but does need active reiteration of clear ethical principles.
Overall, at a time when we are under attack from the media and sometimes from the government, and under pressure from management to do more -and to do it more quickly -we need to affirm our own professionalism as never before. We need to state unequivocally that erosion of professionalism does not just occur from within but is subject to external forces. Nonetheless, we could do well to remind ourselves of the lead taken by the new doctors of Imperial College and the Medical Professionalism Project -which was recently approved by the Council of the Royal College of Physicians.
